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WORLD FOCUS WakeV XS eYeU\ mRQWh RQe
iQWeUQaWiRQal iVVXe aQd giYeV aQ aQal\ViV Rf iWV YaUiRXV
aVSecWV b\ SeUVRQV Zell kQRZQ fRU WheiU
VSecialiVaWiRQ iQ Whe VXbjecW. The iVVXeV cRYeUed aUe
WRSical RU QeaU WRSical, bXW Rf aQ abidiQg iQWeUeVW. The
aQal\ViV iV VimSle eQRXgh WR iQWeUeVW eYeQ aQ iQiWiaWe
WR ZRUld affaiUV, bXW ZiWhRXW VacUificiQg deSWh. The
aim iV WR SUeVeQW aQ IQdRceQWUic YieZ RQ a SaUWicXlaU
iVVXe cXUUeQWl\ faciQg Whe ZRUld.
OSiQiRQV e[SUeVVed iQ Whe aUWicleV aUe SeUVRQal YieZV
Rf Whe aXWhRU aQd iQ QR Za\ UeflecW Whe RSiQiRQ Rf
WRUld FRcXV. The aXWhRU iV  VRlel\ UeVSRQVible fRU
Whe cRQWeQWV iQ hiV/ heU aUWicle aQd Whe WRUld FRcXV
WakeV QR UeVSRQVibiliW\ iQ WhiV UegaUd.
The CRQWeQWV Rf WhiV maga]iQe caQQRW be UeSURdXced
iQ aQ\ fRUm ZiWh RXW SUiRU SeUmiVViRQ fURm WRUld
FRcXV. AQ\ legal iVVXeV SeUWaiQiQg WR WRUld FRcXV
Zill be VeWWled iQ NCT UegiRQ Rf  Delhi RQl\.
UQVRliciWed aUWicleV Zill QRW be UeWXUQed RU
ackQRZledged. WRUld FRcXV UeVeUYeV Whe UighW WR ediW
aUWicleV fRU bUeYiW\ aQd claUiW\ befRUe SXblicaWiRQ.
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CRURQaYiUXV haV made RXU QR cRQWacW fRUm Rf ZelcRme, NDPDVWH, aQ
iQWeUQaWiRQal V\mbRl Rf ZelcRme, like Whe haQdVhake XVed WR be eaUlieU.
The CRYid-19 haV VWRSSed Whe maUch Rf ChiQa WR glRbal dRmiQaQce,
aQd VWaUWed iWV SRliWical diVWaQciQg, like VRcial diVWaQciQg fURm a ZRUld
SURdXcWiRQ ceQWUe Rf cheaS high WechQRlRg\ SURdXcWV aQd
ShaUmaceXWical e[SRUWV.  ThiV iV a ChiQeVe YiUXV aV PUeVideQW TUXmS
callV iW WhaW haV bURXghW miVeU\ WR Whe ZRUld. ChiQa¶V iQacWiRQ WR
ackQRZledge Whe cRURQaYiUXV aQ XQkQRZQ PQeXmRQia , eYeQ afWeU iWV
dRcWRUV Vaid VR , aQd fUeel\ VhaUed iW RQ BDLGX, Whe ChiQeVe eTXiYaleQW
Rf GRRgle. ChiQa did QRW ZaQW WR aQQRXQce WhiV QeZ fRUm Rf
PQeXmRQia, ZRUU\iQg ZheUe iW Zill hiW Whe image Rf ChiQa aQd hXUW iWV
e[SRUWV.
OQl\ ZheQ Whe VSUead Rf Whe cRURQa YiUXV becRme XQmaQageable did
Whe ChiQeVe RQ JaQXaU\ 23, aQQRXQce Whe lRckiQg dRZQ Rf WXhaQ,
Whe caSiWal Rf HXbei, Whe eSidemic¶V iQiWial eSiceQWeU.  B\ Whe Wime iW did,
iW ZaV WRR laWe aV Whe CRUaQaYiUXV had VSUead WR Whe ZRUld.   The
SURYiQceV HXbei JiaQgVX aQd ShaQdRQg aUe ke\ ceQWUeV Rf VXSSl\ Rf
medical eTXiSmeQW like maVkV, glRYeV aQd SURWecWiYe geaU fRU WUeaWmeQW
Rf CRURQaYiUXV. TheVe WhUee SURYiQceV WRgeWheU aUe ke\ VXSSlieUV Rf
ShaUmaceXWicalV iQWeUmediaUieV aQd AcWiYe PhaUmaceXWical iQgUedieQWV
(APIV) XVed WR make fiQiVhed ShaUmaceXWical SURdXcWV WR mRVW
cRmSaQieV iQ Whe ZRUld. ChiQa fRU feaU Rf lRViQg bXViQeVV iQ Whe
ShaUmaceXWical VecWRU, did QRW ackQRZledge Whe YiUXV, eYeQ WhRXgh iW
claimed maQ\ liYeV. FiQdiQg a VecRQd VRXUce b\ Whe ZRUld fRU mediciQal
API¶V aQd medical UaZ maWeUialV, iV a  VilYeU liQiQg fRU  IQdia, ZhR iV
VWill Whe laUgeVW SURdXceU Rf H\dUR[\chlRURTXiQe, aQd Ue-eVWabliVheV
IQdia agaiQ aV a leadeU iQ Whe maQXfacWXUe Rf API¶V aQd  RWheU
ShaUmaceXWical iQWeUmediaUieV. BXW eYeQ WhRXgh IQdiaQ ZageV beiQg
20 % Rf ZhaW aUe iQ ChiQa, mRVW cRXQWUieV fRXQd iW cheaSeU WR imSRUW
fURm ChiQa, aV  ChiQa SeUfecWed Whe SURceVV Rf laUge Vcale
maQXfacWXUiQg aQd ZiWh gRYeUQmeQW VXSSRUW Rf  laUge caSiWal aQd
iQceQWiYeV  fRU all UaZ maWeUial maQXfacWXUeV Rf Whe  PhaUmaceXWical
chaiQ .
TRda\ healWh VecXUiW\ Rf all QaWiRQV Zill Wake a fURQW VeaW; IQdia caQ
lead WhiV glRbal gURZWh aV Ze haYe a hXge baVe iQ IQdia WR make bXlk
dUXgV fRU Whe ShaUmaceXWical VecWRU. IQdia imSRUWed abRXW RV 50,000
cURUe Rf ShaUmaceXWical  iQgUedieQWV  cRQYeUWed iW iQWR fiQiVhed
ShaUmaceXWical SURdXcWV ZRUWh RV 1 lakh cURUe aQd e[SRUWiQg iW WR
abRXW 200 cRXQWUieV.   The IQdiaQ gRYeUQmeQW haV UeceQWl\ aQQRXQced
maQ\ QeZ VWeSV WR make IQdia a maQXfacWXUiQg baVe fRU PhaUmaceXWical
SURdXcWV fRU lRcal cRQVXmSWiRQ, e[SRUWV aQd alVR maQ\ iQceQWiYeV fRU
Whe maQXfacWXUe Rf medical elecWURQic SURdXcWV.
The fliS Vide Rf Whe cRURQRYiUXV iV all cRXQWUieV WhaW lRRked aW a cRVW
Rf a SURdXcW, Zill make iW lRcall\ aV a SaUW Rf healWh VecXUiW\ Rf WheiU
cRXQWUieV.
TRda\ IQdia iV RQe Rf Whe laUgeVW makeUV Rf fiQiVhed ShaUmaceXWical
SURdXcWV aQd geQeUic dUXgV RXW Rf SaWeQW aQd e[SRUWV WR maQ\ cRXQWUieV
iQ Whe ZRUld.
We aUe WhaQkfXl WR PURfeVVRU AUYiQd KXmaU, Head, DeSaUWmeQW Rf
GeRSRliWicV aQd IQWeUQaWiRQal RelaWiRQV, MaQiSal Academ\ Rf HigheU
EdXcaWiRQ (MAHE), MaQiSal fRU cR-RUdiQaWiQg WhiV iVVXe aV Whe GXeVW
EdiWRU.
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The WHO and the
CoYid-19 Pandemic ²
An Organisation as
Strong as Its
Members AlloZ It to
Be
PURI. (DU.) HHOPXW BUDQG

   KaW LV Qeeded LQ a SaQdePLc LV a
  VXSUaQaWLRQaO RUgaQLVaWLRQ WKaW LV abOe
  WR cRSe ZLWK WKe eYROYLQg VLWXaWLRQ Rf

a YLUXV LgQRULQg bRUdeUV aQd WUaYeOOLQg aURXQd
WKe ZRUd ZLWKLQ 24 KRXUV. SXcK aQ RUgaQLVaWLRQ
VKRXOd be RSeQ WR aOO QaWLRQV, VKRXOd be
UeVSecWed aQd VKRXOd cRPe ZLWK a cOeaU
PaQdaWe aQd aOVR WKe aXWKRULWLeV WR eQfRUce LW.
DReV WKe WRUOd HeaOWK OUgaQLVaWLRQ (WHO)
OLYe XS WR WKeVe dePaQdV? TKe WHO LV a
VSecLaOLVed RUgaQLVaWLRQ Rf WKe UQLWed NaWLRQV
(UN) aQd ZaV fRXQded RQ WKe 7WK Rf ASULO 1948,
ZKLcK LV WRda\ UecRgQLVed aV WRUOd HeaOWK Da\.

TKe RUgaQLVaWLRQ LV baVed LQ GeQeYa,
SZLW]eUOaQd aQd ePSOR\V 7,000 VWaff acURVV VL[
UegLRQaO RffLceV aQd 150 fLeOd RffLceV. DU TedURV
AdKaQRP GKebUe\eVXV WRRN XS KLV fLYe-\eaU
WeUP aV DLUecWRU-GeQeUaO LQ 2017 afWeU fRUPeUO\
VeUYLQg aV KeaOWK PLQLVWeU Rf  EWKLRSLa.
TKe RbMecWLYe Rf WKe WHO KaV beeQ defLQed aV
´WKe aWWaLQPeQW b\ aOO SeRSOeV Rf WKe KLgKeVW
SRVVLbOe OeYeO Rf KeaOWKµ. IW LV PaQdaWed aV a

dLUecWLQg aQd cRRUdLQaWLQg  aXWKRULW\ RQ
LQWeUQaWLRQaO KeaOWK WR fXUQLVK aSSURSULaWe
WecKQLcaO aVVLVWaQce aQd, LQ ePeUgeQcLeV,
QeceVVaU\ aLd XSRQ WKe UeTXeVW RU acceSWaQce Rf
gRYeUQPeQWV, aQd WR VWLPXOaWe aQd adYaQce
ZRUN WR eUadLcaWe eSLdePLc, eQdePLc aQd RWKeU
dLVeaVeV. IW SeUfRUPV a PXOWLWXde Rf  UROeV
gORbaOO\, LQcOXdLQg adYRcaWLQg fRU XQLYeUVaO
KeaOWKcaUe, PRQLWRULQg SXbOLc KeaOWK ULVNV,
VeWWLQg KeaOWK VWaQdaUdV aQd gXLdeOLQeV VXcK aV
WKe cRRUdLQaWLRQ Rf LQWeUQaWLRQaO UeVSRQVeV WR
KeaOWK ePeUgeQcLeV, fLgKWLQg LQfecWLRXV dLVeaVeV
OLNe HIV aQd WXbeUcXORVLV (TB) aQd SURPRWLQg
beWWeU QXWULWLRQ, KRXVLQg aQd VaQLWaWLRQ WKXV
cRQWULbXWLQg WR RYeUaOO ZeOObeLQg.  NRUPaWLYe
ZRUN LQcOXdeV e.g. WKe SUeTXaOLfLcaWLRQ Rf  KeaOWK
SURdXcWV aQd WKe IQWeUQaWLRQaO COaVVLfLcaWLRQ Rf
DLVeaVeV (ICD-11), ZKRVe LPSOePeQWaWLRQ ZLOO
eQabOe LPSURYed WUacNLQg Rf KeaOWK WUeQdV, aQd
WKe QeZ EVVeQWLaO DLagQRVWLcV LLVW, ZKLcK
bXLOdV RQ WKe WHO EVVeQWLaO MedLcLQeV LLVW
WKaW KaV gXLded cRXQWULeV fRU PaQ\ \eaUV.
SLQce WKe WHO·V FUaPeZRUN CRQYeQWLRQ RQ
TRbaccR CRQWURO caPe LQWR fRUce cRXQWULeV
KaYe LQcUeaVLQgO\ beeQ XVLQg WKe OaZ fRU
VXVWaLQabOe LQWeUYeQWLRQV WR UedXce WRbaccR
XVe. TRda\, aOPRVW WZR-WKLUdV Rf  WKe ZRUOd·V
SRSXOaWLRQ aUe cRYeUed b\ aW OeaVW RQe
cRPSUeKeQVLYe WRbaccR cRQWURO PeaVXUe.
SLQce LWV LQceSWLRQ, WKe WHO KaV VcRUed VRPe
QRWabOe SXbOLc KeaOWK VXcceVVeV, LQcOXdLQg WKe
UedXcWLRQ Rf TB aQd PeaVOeV WKURXgK PaVV
YaccLQaWLRQ SURgUaPPeV aQd WKe aOPRVW
cRPSOeWe eUadLcaWLRQ Rf  SROLR. IQ PRUe UeceQW
WLPeV WKe RUgaQL]aWLRQ KaV beeQ aWWacNed fRU LWV
VORZ UeVSRQVe WR WKe WeVW AfULcaQ EbROa
RXWbUeaN LQ 2014²15, ZKLcK UeVXOWed LQ
XQQeceVVaU\ faWaOLWLeV.

AQ LQdeSeQdeQW UeSRUW cRPPLVVLRQed
b\ WKe fRUPeU DLUecWRU-GeQeUaO MaUgaUeW CKaQ
cOaLPed WKaW WKe WHO LV beLQg VeYeUeO\
XQdeUfXQded. JXVW RYeU KaOf (51%) Rf WKe
fXQdLQg LV dRQaWed b\ LWV 194 MePbeU SWaWeV
eLWKeU aV aVVeVVed RU YROXQWaU\ cRQWULbXWLRQ,

W

PURf. (DU.) HeOPXW BUaQd, JHDQ MRQQHW
CKDLU LQ EXURSHDQ PXEOLF HHDOWK,
MDDVWULFKW UQLYHUVLW\, TKH NHWKHUODQGV
DQG FRXQGLQJ DLUHFWRU, PUDVDQQD SFKRRO
RI PXEOLF HHDOWK,MDQLSDO AFDGHP\ RI
KLJKHU EGXFDWLRQ IQGLD
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ZKLOe 16% LV SURYLded b\ WKe UN,
LQWeUgRYeUQPeQWaO RUgaQLVaWLRQV aQd
deYeORSPeQW baQNV, aQd 15% b\ SKLOaQWKURSLc
fRXQdaWLRQV. TKe UeVW cRPeV fURP NGOV, WKe
SULYaWe VecWRU aQd acadePLa.  IQ 2019, WKe US
ZaV WKe OaUgeVW cRQWULbXWRU, SURYLdLQg $419
PLOOLRQ beLQg 16% Rf LWV WRWaO UeYeQXe. TKe
VecRQd-OaUgeVW cRQWULbXWRU ZaV WKe BLOO aQd
MeOLQda GaWeV FRXQdaWLRQ ZLWK 9.8%. ReceQWO\
WKe WHO aSSeaOed fRU aQ ePeUgeQc\ LQMecWLRQ
Rf  $675 PLOOLRQ YLa WKe COVID-SROLdaULW\
ReVSRQVe FXQd WR fLgKW WKe cRURQaYLUXV, aQd LW
LV e[SecWed WR UaLVe WKe SOea WR $1 bLOOLRQ. TKLV
dLVWULbXWLRQ Rf WKe fLQaQcLaO VRXUceV UaLVeV WKe
dLVcXVVLRQ abRXW WKe UROe Rf QRQ-VWaWe acWRUV aW
WKe WHO. OQe PLgKW SUaLVe WKe cRQWULbXWLRQ
Rf  WKe BLOO aQd MeOLQda GaWeV FRXQdaWLRQ aV a
gRRd e[aPSOe fRU a PXbOLc-PULYaWe-PaUWQeUVKLS
(PPP), ZKLOe RWKeUV PLgKW cRQVLdeU LW a caVe Rf
dLUecW ORbb\LQg.
TKeUe aUe aOVR RQgRLQg debaWeV abRXW WKe
effecWLYeQeVV Rf  WKe RUgaQLVaWLRQaO VWUXcWXUe Rf
WKe RUgaQLVaWLRQ.

TKe PRVW LPSRUWaQW UegXOaWRU\ baVLV Rf
WKe ZRUN Rf WKe WHO UegaUdLQg SaQdePLc
SUeSaUedQeVV aQd cRQWURO LV SURYLded b\ WKe
IQWeUQaWLRQaO HeaOWK RegXOaWLRQV (IHR). TKe\
gR aOO WKe Za\ bacN WR WKe fLUVW IQWeUQaWLRQaO
SaQLWaU\ CRQfeUeQce LQ 1851, ZKeQ WKe fLUVW
VaQLWaU\ UegXOaWLRQV ZeUe dUafWed WR fLgKW
CKROeUa. IQ 1969 WKe WRUOd HeaOWK AVVePbO\
(WHA) ² WKe KLgKeVW decLVLRQ-PaNLQg bRd\ ²
adRSWed aQ XSdaWed YeUVLRQ XQdeU WKe QeZ
QaPe Rf  IQWeUQaWLRQaO HeaOWK RegXOaWLRQV. TKe
Qe[W UeYLeZ ZaV cRQdXcWed LQ 2005 agaLQVW WKe
bacNgURXQd Rf WKe e[SeULeQceV dXULQg WKe SARS
eSLdePLc Rf 2003. IWV SXUSRVe LV ´WR SUeYeQW,
SURWecW agaLQVW, cRQWURO aQd SURYLde a SXbOLc
KeaOWK UeVSRQVe WR WKe LQWeUQaWLRQaO VSUead Rf
dLVeaVe LQ Za\V WKaW aUe cRPPeQVXUaWe ZLWK aQd
UeVWULcWed WR SXbOLc KeaOWK ULVNV, aQd ZKLcK
aYRLd XQQeceVVaU\ LQWeUfeUeQce ZLWK
LQWeUQaWLRQaO WUaffLc aQd WUadeµ. TKe SROLWLcaO
UeaVRQLQg beKLQd LW ZaV WR VecXUe WUade Rf WKe

deYeORSed ZRUOd ZLWK deYeORSLQg cRXQWULeV aQd
WR SURWecW WKe KLgKO\ LQdXVWULaOLVed cRXQWULeV
fURP LQfecWLRXV dLVeaVe eSLdePLcV. TKLV YLeZ
KaV cKaQged RYeU WLPe aV eVSecLaOO\ AVLaQ
cRXQWULeV WXUQed LQWR LPSRUWaQW SOa\eUV LQ
LQWeUQaWLRQaO WUade.

AccRUdLQg WR WKe IHR, WHO PePbeUV
KaYe WR QRWLf\ WKe RUgaQLVaWLRQ Rf eYeQWV WKaW
Pa\ cRQVWLWXWe ZKaW LV caOOed a ´SXbOLc KeaOWK
ePeUgeQc\ Rf LQWeUQaWLRQaO cRQceUQµ. TKLV
UeSRUWLQg PecKaQLVP LV WKe cUXcLaO UegXOaWLRQ LQ
WKe IHR. SRPe MePbeU SWaWeV aUe UeOXcWaQW WR
UeSRUW becaXVe WKe\ aUe QRW abOe WR dR VR, feaU
WKe cRQVeTXeQceV fRU WKeLU ecRQRP\ RU acW RQ
WKeLU RZQ. TKeUefRUe, WKe WHO LV eQWLWOed WR
PaNe XVe Rf  dLffeUeQW VRXUceV Rf  LQfRUPaWLRQ
e.g. fURP WKe cOaVVLcaO PedLa, VRcLaO PedLa, RU
NGOV aQd WR aVN WKe MePbeU SWaWeV fRU
YeULfLcaWLRQ. TKe IHR eQabOeV WKe WHO WR
cRRSeUaWe ZLWK RWKeU LQWeUQaWLRQaO RUgaQLVaWLRQV
aQd cRXQWULeV WR fLgKW dLVeaVe RXWbUeaNV eYeQ Lf
WKe MePbeU SWaWe Rf RULgLQ LV QRW ZLOOLQg WR
cRRSeUaWe. B\ WKLV cRPbLQaWLRQ Rf dLffeUeQW
PeaVXUeV, WKe IHR WU\ WR VecXUe WKaW acWLRQ caQ
be WaNeQ ZLWKRXW ORVLQg WLPe.

IQ WKe eaUO\ ZeeNV Rf  WKe COVID-19
caVe CKLQa dLd QRW cROOabRUaWe ZeOO ZLWK
LQWeUQaWLRQaO RUgaQLVaWLRQV WR SUeYeQW WKe
SaQdePLc. EYeQ PRUe, LW VLOeQced ZRUULed
dRcWRUV aQd KLd LQfRUPaWLRQ abRXW WKe
WUaQVPLVVLbLOLW\ Rf  WKe YLUXV. CRRSeUaWLRQ RQO\
begaQ ZKeQ LQWeUYeQWLRQV WaNeQ cRXOd QRW be
KLddeQ aQ\ PRUe. IW ZaV RQ WKe 30WK Rf JaQXaU\
2020 WKaW WKe WHO decOaUed WKe COVID-19
RXWbUeaN a ´SXbOLc KeaOWK ePeUgeQc\ Rf
LQWeUQaWLRQaO cRQceUQµ. TKLV eQabOed WKe WHO
WR LVVXe ´WePSRUaU\ UecRPPeQdaWLRQVµ VXcK aV
VSecLfLc KeaOWK PeaVXUeV WR be LPSOePeQWed b\
WKe VWaWe affecWed RU eYeQ RWKeU VWaWeV UegaUdLQg
WKe PRbLOLW\ Rf SeRSOe aQd WKe e[cKaQge Rf
gRRdV WR SUeYeQW a fXUWKeU VSUead Rf WKe
dLVeaVe.  TKe WHO begaQ VXSSRUWLQg cRXQWULeV
LQ WKeLU cRQWaLQPeQW aQd PLWLgaWLRQ effRUWV b\
SURYLdLQg WecKQLcaO gXLdaQce, OabRUaWRU\ WeVWLQg
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caSacLW\, eTXLSPeQW fRU KRVSLWaOV, aQd
KeaOWKcaUe ZRUNeUV. FXUWKeUPRUe, LQWeUQaWLRQaO
UeVeaUcK aQd deYeORSPeQW acWLYLWLeV ZeUe
cRRUdLQaWed, aQd a bOXeSULQW fRU acWLRQ ZaV
LPSOePeQWed.

MRVW Rf  WKe LQWeUYeQWLRQV WR VWRS WKe
VSUead Rf  WKe YLUXV KaYe WR be caUULed RXW b\
WKe cRXQWULeV WKePVeOYeV. TKeUe ZeUe UegXOaU
bULefLQgV fRU cRXQWULeV RQ SUeYeQWLYe PeaVXUeV
aV WKe ZLQdRZ Rf  RSSRUWXQLW\ ZaV cORVLQg. BXW
WKe WHO caQQRW acW RQ beKaOf Rf WKe MePbeU
SWaWeV. WeaN (SROLWLcaO) OeadeUVKLS ² aV VeeQ LQ
VeYeUaO cRXQWULeV ² OeadV WR aYRLdabOe deOa\V LQ
LPSOePeQWLQg WKe ULgKW PeaVXUeV.

TKe WHO LV aOVR acWLQg RQ WKe gURZLQg
QXPbeU Rf  PLVLQfRUPaWLRQ, dLVWULbXWed
eVSecLaOO\ RQ VRcLaO PedLa. TKLV ´IQfRdePLcµ
caXVed a ORVV Rf  WUXVW LQ WKe PeaVXUeV WaNeQ b\
WKe cRXQWULeV aQd WKe WHO.

OQ WKe 11WK Rf MaUcK WKe WHO Kad WR
decOaUe CRYLd-19 a SaQdePLc. PUeVLdeQW TUXPS
cULWLcLVed WKe WHO fRU acWLQg QRW eaUO\ eQRXgK
RQ WKe SaQdePLc aQd Rf  beLQg WRR WUXVWfXO WR
CKLQa. He WKUeaWeQed WR fUee]e WKe US
cRQWULbXWLRQ WR WKe WHO aQd aVNed fRU aQ
LQdeSeQdeQW eQTXLU\. TKe WHO DLUecWRU Kad
VWLOO SUaLVed CKLQa fRU LWV ZRUN LQ JaQXaU\ 2020
aQd ZeOcRPed LWV cRXUVe Rf acWLRQ dXULQg a YLVLW
WR CKLQa LQ FebUXaU\ 2020. AW WKLV WLPe TUXPS
ZaV aUgXLQg aORQg WKe VaPe OLQeV. MedLa
VSecXOaWe Lf WKLV KaV beeQ fRU UeaO RU PeUeO\ a
Za\ WR VKLfW aWWeQWLRQ fURP SURbOePV LQ WKe US
dXe WR WKe PUeVLdeQW�V PLVPaQagePeQW Rf WKe
SaQdePLc. TKLV ZLOO ceUWaLQO\ be a WRSLc aW WKe
Qe[W WRUOd HeaOWK AVVePbO\ PLd Rf  Ma\ LQ
GeQeYa. SRPe cRXQWULeV OLNe AXVWUaOLa aUe QRZ
ecKRLQg TUXPS�V cRQceUQ ZKLcK SURYRNed
fLeUce UeVSRQVeV b\ CKLQeVe PedLa.

A WKeRUeWLcaO aOWeUQaWLYe ZRXOd KaYe
beeQ WR bOaPe CKLQa fRU WKeLU Za\ Rf UeSRUWLQg
aQd acWLQg aQd QRW KaYLQg cRPPXQLcaWed
eaUOLeU. TKe UeVXOW ZRXOd TXLWe OLNeO\ KaYe beeQ
a WRWaO cRPPXQLcaWLRQ VKXWdRZQ b\ CKLQa.
PUeSaUedQeVV SOaQQLQg fRU RWKeU cRXQWULeV

ZRXOd KaYe beeQ PXcK PRUe dLffLcXOW ZLWKRXW
aQ\ LQfRUPaWLRQ RQ WKe eSLdePLRORg\ aQd
bLRORg\ Rf  WKe dLVeaVe. AQd LQ WKe caVe Rf
CKLQa beLQg WKe fLUVW WR deYeORS a YaccLQe WKLV
ZRXOd Oead LQWR a VLWXaWLRQ QRW beLQg faYRXUabOe
fRU VKaULQg NQRZOedge aQd UeVRXUceV. TKe
WHO PLgKW KaYe beeQ WRR WUXVWLQg Rf  CKLQa LQ
WKe begLQQLQg. AQd e[acWO\ WKLV LV KLgKOLgKWLQg
KRZ dLffLcXOW LW LV WR fLQd WKe ULgKW baOaQce LQ
KeaOWK dLSORPac\.

SLQce WKe IHR caPe LQWR fRUce LQ 2007,
cRXQWULeV KaYe Pade VXbVWaQWLaO effRUWV WR
VWUeQgWKeQ WKeLU caSacLWLeV WR SUeYeQW, deWecW,
aQd UeVSRQd WR SXbOLc KeaOWK ePeUgeQcLeV. IQ
WKe GORbaO-HeaOWK-SecXULW\-IQde[ 2019 WKe
aYeUage Rf aOO 195 cRXQWULeV ZaV 40.2 RXW Rf
100. IQcUeaVed XQdeUVWaQdLQg Rf WKe caSacLWLeV
KaV beeQ Pade SRVVLbOe WKURXgK WKe
LQWURdXcWLRQ Rf WKe WHO IHR PRQLWRULQg aQd
eYaOXaWLRQ fUaPeZRUN aQd eVSecLaOO\ WKe
aSSOLcaWLRQ Rf  WKe fUaPeZRUN·V cRPSRQeQWV
LQcOXdLQg WKe SWaWe PaUW\ AQQXaO ReSRUWLQg
(SPAR) SURceVV aQd YROXQWaU\ e[WeUQaO
eYaOXaWLRQ XVLQg WKe MRLQW e[WeUQaO eYaOXaWLRQ
WRROV, afWeU-acWLRQ UeYLeZV, aQd VLPXOaWLRQ
e[eUcLVeV. TKe UeVXOWV Rf  WKeVe aVVeVVPeQWV aUe
XVed WR deYeORS QaWLRQaO acWLRQ SOaQV WR
VWUeQgWKeQ IHR caSacLWLeV fRU KeaOWK VecXULW\.
WHO beQcKPaUNV fRU IHR caSacLWLeV aQd
cRUUeVSRQdLQg acWLRQV caQ LQcUeaVe a cRXQWU\·V
ePeUgeQc\ SUeSaUedQeVV aQd KeaOWK VecXULW\. AQ
aQaO\VLV Rf  WKe 2018 SPAR UeSRUWV VKRZed WKaW
RQO\ 43% Rf WKe cRXQWULeV Kad aOO WKe QeceVVaU\
caSacLWLeV Qeeded WR deaO ZLWK a SaQdePLc.

EYeQ LQ 2019 ZaUQLQgV WKaW WKe ZRUOd LV
QRW ZeOO SUeSaUed fRU a SaQdePLc UaLVed b\ BLOO
GaWeV, WKe US IQWeOOLgeQce CRPPXQLW\ aQd WKe
LQdeSeQdeQW GORbaO PUeSaUedQeVV MRQLWRULQg
BRaUd, dLd QRW Oead WR aQ\ fXUWKeU acWLRQ. TKe
ULVN Rf  a SaQdePLc LV deWeUPLQed b\ WKe
SURbabLOLW\ Rf LW KaSSeQLQg aQd WKe e[SecWed
ORVV LQ caVe Rf  RccXUULQg. GRYeUQPeQWV NQeZ
WKaW WKe e[SecWed ORVV ZRXOd be YeU\ KLgK bXW
VWLOO UaWed WKe SURbabLOLW\ Rf  RccXUULQg WR be ORZ.
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B\ WKLV, RWKeU SROLWLcaO WRSLcV Kad beeQ gLYeQ
PRUe LPSRUWaQce RQ WKe daLO\ SROLWLcaO ageQda,
aQd SaQdePLc SUeSaUedQeVV ZaV QRW Rf XWPRVW
SULRULW\ eYeQ afWeU WKe ZaNe-XS caOO Rf WKe
SARS eSLdePLc.

IQ a Za\ WKe ZRUOd VWXPbOed LQWR WKLV
SaQdePLc aV VOeeSZaONeUV. AQRWKeU aVSecW LV
WKaW WKe WHO LV a VSecLaOLVed RUgaQLVaWLRQ Rf
WKe UN aQd LV WKXV gRYeUQed b\ WKe SROLWLcV Rf
WKe UN. A gRRd e[aPSOe KRZ WKLV caQ LQWeUfeUe
ZLWK gRRd gRYeUQaQce Rf a SaQdePLc LV WKe
TXeVWLRQ Rf ZKR LV UeSUeVeQWLQg CKLQa LQ WKe
UN. TaLZaQ, TKe ReSXbOLc Rf  CKLQa (ROC),
Kad beeQ a cKaUWeU PePbeU Rf WKe UN aQd RQe
Rf  fLYe SeUPaQeQW PePbeUV Rf  WKe SecXULW\
CRXQcLO XQWLO 1971. IW Kad MRLQed WKe UN aV a
fRXQdLQg PePbeU LQ 1945. FURP 1971 RQ WKe
PeRSOeV ReSXbOLc Rf CKLQa KaV WaNeQ RYeU WKe
UeSUeVeQWaWLRQ Rf  CKLQa aW WKe UN. CXUUeQWO\
TaLZaQ QRW beLQg aQ UN PePbeU KaV WR aVN
fRU RbVeUYeU VWaWXV aW WHO WHA PeeWLQgV
ZKLcK ZaV gUaQWed LQWeUUXSWedO\. AW WKe Qe[W
WHA PeeWLQg WKLV ZLOO be RQe Rf WKe fLUVW
SRLQWV RQ WKe ageQda, agaLQ. TaLZaQ�V UeSRUWLQg
UegaUdLQg WKe IHR Kad WR gR WKURXgK CKLQa
WKXV caXVLQg VeYeUe deOa\V.

EYeQ LQ WKe cXUUeQW CRYLd-19 RXWbUeaN
WKe UeSRUWLQg RQ QeZ caVeV ZaV deOa\ed, aQd
WKe e[SeULeQceV ZLWK WKe VXcceVVfXO
PaQagePeQW Rf WKe SaQdePLc ZeUe QRW
SXbOLVKed PXcK aV CKLQa LV eageUO\ ZaWcKLQg
WKaW TaLZaQ LV NeSW RXW Rf  WKe UN ORRS aQd
RXW Rf  aQ\ WHO SXbOLcaWLRQV. TKLV VLWXaWLRQ
KaV QRW RQO\ dLUecW LQfOXeQce RQ WHO PaWWeUV,
bXW aOVR LQdLUecW cRQVeTXeQceV RQ UeVeaUcK aQd
SUeVeQWLQg UeVXOWV. IQ a UeceQW bXUdeQ Rf
dLVeaVe QeWZRUN VWXd\ RQ caQceU TaLZaQ LV
SUeVeQWed aV SaUW Rf CKLQa eYeQ KaYLQg a
dLffeUeQW KeaOWK V\VWeP ZLWK dLffeUeQW UeVXOWV
dXe WR WKe facW Rf  WKe XVe Rf  WHO fLgXUeV.
TKLV SROLWLcL]aWLRQ PaNeV LW XQQeceVVaU\
dLffLcXOW WR QaYLgaWe LQ WLPeV Rf a SaQdePLc.

IQ geQeUaO CKLQa�V LQfOXeQce LQ UN
RUgaQLVaWLRQV LV gURZLQg. FRXU RXW Rf  WKe

fLfWeeQ VSecLaO RUgaQLVaWLRQV Rf WKe UN aUe
cXUUeQWO\ dLUecWed b\ CKLQeVe QaWLRQaOV. NR
RWKeU cRXQWU\ LV KROdLQg PRUe cKLef SRVLWLRQV -
aQd WKe fRUPeU WHO DLUecWRU GeQeUaO,
MaUgaUeW CKaQ, ZaV CKLQeVe WRR.

OQe Rf WKe addLWLRQaO cKaOOeQgeV LV, WKaW
WKeUe LV a WeQdeQc\ LQ aOUead\ aXWRcUaWLc
OeadeUVKLSV Rf cRXQWULeV WR PLVXVe OaZV aQd
UegXOaWLRQV WR fLgKW WKe SaQdePLc WR LQcUeaVe
ORQg WeUP cRQWURO aQd SRZeU RYeU WKeLU SeRSOe.
DRLQg VR WKe\ dR QRW RQO\ eQdaQgeU WKe
dePRcUaWLc ULgKWV Rf WKeLU SeRSOe bXW aOVR PaNe
LW dLffLcXOW WR geW WUXVWZRUWK\ LQfRUPaWLRQ fRU
dLVeaVe VXUYeLOOaQce aQd cRQWURO.  TKeUe aUe
VeYeUaO aOWeUQaWLYeV fRU WKe fXWXUe UROe Rf WKe
WHO. OQe RSWLRQ LV WR OeaYe WKe VLWXaWLRQ aV LW
LV. TKe RUgaQLVaWLRQ ZRXOd cRQWLQXe WR be aQ
LPSRUWaQW LQVWLWXWLRQ, bXW ZRXOd deSeQd VROeO\
RQ VRfW SRZeU aQd KeaOWK dLSORPac\. CKRRVLQg
WKLV RSWLRQ ZRXOd PeaQ WR gR RQ ZLWK WKe VWaWXV
TXR. TKeUe PLgKW be VOLgKW cKaQgeV WR WKe
RUgaQLVaWLRQaO VWUXcWXUe aQd WKe Za\ Rf
fLQaQcLQg, bXW LQ geQeUaO aOO ZRXOd VWa\ WKe VaPe.
AQd b\ WKLV, aOO WKe abRYe dLVcXVVed SURbOePV
ZRXOd VWa\ WKe VaPe, WRR. TKLV VROXWLRQ ZLOO be
WKe eaVLeVW RQe WR agUee RQ aW WKe WHA bXW
ZRXOd QRW eYeQ be aQ eYROXWLRQ Rf WKe cXUUeQW
VLWXaWLRQ. Of cRXUVe, MePbeU SWaWeV cRXOd aOVR
fXUWKeU OLPLW WKe PaQdaWe Rf  WKe WHO. TKLV
ZRXOd RQ WKe RQe KaQd be LQ OLQe ZLWK WKe
cXUUeQW cOLPaWe Rf QRW LQYeVWLQg LQ PXOWLOaWeUaO
V\VWePV aQd UedXcLQg WKe SRZeU Rf LQWeUQaWLRQaO
RUgaQLVaWLRQV. TKLV ZRXOd gLYe aOO VWaWeV PRUe
fUeedRP WR decLde RQ ZKaW LQfRUPaWLRQ WKe\
VKaUe ZLWK ZKRP aW ZKLcK WLPe aQd aOORZ WKeP
WR WaNe acWLRQ LQdeSeQdeQWO\. OQ WKe RWKeU
KaQd, WKLV ZRXOd be WKe PRVW daQgeURXV
VROXWLRQ, aV gLYLQg LQ WR SRSXOaU WeQdeQcLeV
ZRXOd OeaYe eVSecLaOO\ ZeaNeU cRXQWULeV ZLWKRXW
aQ\ UefeUeQce SRLQW aQd ZLWKRXW aQ\ SRVVLbLOLW\
fRU gXLdaQce aQd KeOS aV ZeOO. AQd SROLWLcaO
WUeQdV caQ cKaQge LQ geRSROLWLcV WRR. EYeQ Lf
gORbaOLVaWLRQ LV VWagQaWLQg aW WKe PRPeQW,
LQVWLWXWLRQV ZLWK VRPe SRZeU aUe Qeeded WR
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cRPbaW KeaOWK ULVNV, beLQg gORbaO b\ QaWXUe.
 MRUe VXcceVV cRXOd be UeacKed b\ dLVcXVVLQg WR
UefRcXV WKe UROe Rf WKe WHO LQ WKe OLgKW Rf
RWKeU e[LVWLQg LQWeUQaWLRQaO RUgaQLVaWLRQV.
BULQgLQg WKe WHO PRUe LQWR WKe fRcXV Rf WKe
G-20, WKe WRUOd TUade OUgaQLVaWLRQ (WTO)
aQd WKe IQWeUQaWLRQaO MRQeWaU\ FXQd (IMF)
ZRXOd LQcUeaVe WKe UecRgQLWLRQ Rf WKe SROLWLcaO
aQd ecRQRPLc SROLWLcV Rf KeaOWK PRUe aQd aOVR
KeOS WKRVe LQVWLWXWLRQV LQ fUaPLQg WKeLU fXWXUe
dLUecWLRQV.

TKe cXUUeQW SaQdePLc KaV cOeaUO\ VKRZQ
WKaW LQYeVWPeQWV LQ KeaOWK aUe QRW ORVW PRQe\
bXW aUe aQ eVVeQWLaO fRXQdaWLRQ fRU SROLWLcaO
VWabLOLW\ aQd ecRQRPLc ZeOObeLQg. TKLV LV
LQdeSeQdeQW Rf WKe VLWXaWLRQ ZKeWKeU
gORbaOLVaWLRQ KaV aOUead\ UeacKed LWV SeaN RU
ZKeWKeU SURdXcWLRQ-cKaLQV ZLOO be PRUe Ue-
QaWLRQaOLVed RU PRdLfLed LQ RUdeU WR be PRUe
dLYeUVe. AV WKe WHO ZLOO VWLOO be a UN
LQVWLWXWLRQ VRPe Rf WKe SROLWLcaO KLcN XSV ZRXOd
cRQWLQXe bXW WKaW ZRXOd be WKe SUL]e WR Sa\. If
WKLQgV gR UeaOO\ bad WKeUe LV RfWeQ WKe XUge WR WU\
WR fL[ WKe VLWXaWLRQ b\ fRXQdLQg a QeZ
RUgaQLVaWLRQ. A WKeRUeWLcaO aOWeUQaWLYe cRXOd be
WR WaNe RXW WKe UeVSRQVLbLOLW\ Rf SaQdePLc
SUeSaUedQeVV aQd cRQWURO Rf WKe SRUWfROLR Rf
WHO aQd WR VWaUW a QeZ LQWeUQaWLRQaO
LQVWLWXWLRQ SXUeO\ dedLcaWed WR WKLV WaVN. TKLV
ZRXOd RSeQ a ZLQdRZ Rf RSSRUWXQLW\ WR gLYe
WKe QeZ LQVWLWXWLRQ a PRdeUQ VWUXcWXUe WKaW LV
fLW fRU SXUSRVe. IW cRXOd ePbUace PRdeUQ
WecKQRORgLeV aQd cRXOd be bXLOW RQ QeZ
adPLQLVWUaWLYe aQd PaQagePeQW LQVLgKWV. TKe
US CeQWUeV fRU DLVeaVeV CRQWURO aQd
PUeYeQWLRQ (CDC), WKe EXURSeaQ CeQWUe fRU
DLVeaVe PUeYeQWLRQ aQd CRQWURO (ECDC) aQd
CDC AfULca PLgKW VeUYe aV bOXeSULQWV.
TKLV PLgKW Oead WR beWWeU PRQLWRULQg aQd
VXUYeLOOaQce Rf  KeaOWK aQd dLVeaVeV bXW ZRXOd
QRW VROYe WKe SROLWLcaO SURbOePV Rf SaQdePLc
cRQWURO aV WKe e[ecXWLRQ Rf PeaVXUeV ZLOO VWLOO
be aWWULbXWed WR WKe cRXQWULeV. TKe VXcceVV Rf
SaQdePLc cRQWURO QRW RQO\ deSeQdV RQ VcLeQWLfLc

NQRZOedge bXW aOVR RQ WKe abLOLW\ aQd
ZLOOLQgQeVV Rf SROLWLcaO OeadeUV WR decLde aQd
e[ecXWe WKe ULgKW PeaVXUeV WR cRPbaW a
SaQdePLc. IQ WKLV UegaUd WKeUe ZRXOd be QR
SURgUeVV acKLeYed b\ cUeaWLQg a QeZ VeSaUaWe
RUgaQLVaWLRQ. IW ZRXOd aOVR add XQQeceVVaU\
cRPSOe[LW\ WR WKe PaQagePeQW Rf fXWXUe
RXWbUeaNV LQ WKe Qe[W \eaUV aV UeVSRQVLbLOLWLeV
aQd adPLQLVWUaWLYe SaWKZa\V ZRXOd KaYe WR be
UeRUgaQLVed aQd a ORW Rf NQRZOedge baVed LQ WKe
ROd LQVWLWXWLRQ ZRXOd be ORVW.  HRZeYeU, LQ WKe
SROLWLcaO UeaOLW\ WKLV PLgKW be aQ RSWLRQ WR
cRPSURPLVe RQ Lf VeYeUaO cRXQWULeV ZRXOd aVN
fRU VWULcWeU UefRUPV Rf  WKe WHO.  RegaUdOeVV Rf
ZKLcK aOWeUQaWLYe ZLOO be cKRVeQ, Ze KaYe WR
NeeS WKe LQWeUQaWLRQaO RUgaQLVaWLRQ RSeUaWLRQaO
aV Ze ZLOO face WKe XScRPLQg cRQVeTXeQceV Rf
WKe SaQdePLc VRRQ. PUeYeQWLYe PeaVXUeV OLNe
LPPXQLVaWLRQ SURgUaPPeV KaYe beeQ VWRSSed
LQ a ORW Rf  cRXQWULeV aQd WUeaWPeQW Rf  TB,
MaOaULa aQd HIV LV QRW ZRUNLQg aQ\ PRUe. TKLV
PLgKW WKURZ XV WeQ RU eYeQ WZeQW\ \eaUV bacN LQ
RXU VXcceVV LQ cRPbaWWLQg WKeVe dLVeaVeV.
VSecLaOO\ LQ AfULca, WKeUe LV WKe ULVN Rf aQ
XScRPLQg fRRd VKRUWage dXe WR a OacN Rf
ZRUNeUV aQd WUaQVSRUW SRVVLbLOLWLeV.TKLV LV QRW
RQO\ a SURbOeP fRU deYeORSLQg cRXQWULeV bXW aW
WKe VaPe WLPe aOVR LPSacWV deYeORSed cRXQWULeV
aV KaV beeQ VKRZQ b\ WKe fLQaQcLaO cULVLV LQ
2008, ZKLcK aOVR Kad VRPe QegaWLYe KeaOWK
effecWV LQ EXURSe, aQd eVSecLaOO\ LQ
ecRQRPLcaOO\ ZeaNeU cRXQWULeV OLNe GUeece,
IWaO\, PRUWXgaO aQd SSaLQ. IQ VXPPaU\, RQe caQ
cRQcOXde WKaW WKe WHO LV aV VWURQg aV LWV
PePbeUV aOORZ RU ZaQW LW WR be. TKe YLeZV RQ
WKLV KaYe cKaQged RYeU WLPe aQd ZLOO cKaQge LQ
WKe fXWXUe. SR, WKe WHO ZLOO KaYe WR OLYe ZLWK
WKe VWUeQgWKV aQd ZeaNQeVVeV Rf beLQg aQ UN
LQVWLWXWLRQ. IQ WLPeV, LQ ZKLcK PXOWLOaWeUaOLVP LV
QRW eQ YRgXe, WKe fXWXUe PLgKW be eQdaQgeUed ²
WKeUefRUe a cOeaU VWaWePeQW Rf cRPPLWPeQW Rf
LWV PePbeUV LV Qeeded. TKe WHO caQQRW VWa\
WKe VaPe, bXW Lf LW ZeUeQ·W WKeUe, Ze ZRXOd
ceUWaLQO\ Qeed WR LQYeQW LW.
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