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Journey Through Time
Celebrate more than 150 years of our history around the
world.

Travel from the Bank’s beginnings in the middle of the
19th Century to the present day and along the way see
how our history relates to world events. 

Get a flavour of our background and development
through the narratives and many displays that surround
you. Enjoy the treasures that symbolise the rich culture
of our communities.

Gain an appreciation of Standard Chartered’s heritage
and understand how our values have defined the culture
of this great organisation. Join us as we build for the
future. Enjoy…

■ 1853 - 1900 Building the Foundation

■ 1900 - 1969 Developing the Business

■ 1969 Standard Chartered is Born

■ Beyond 2000 Standard Chartered in the 21st Century

Pioneer tents Salisbury, Rhodesia (Zimbabwe)

A walk in the history of
Standard Chartered

1853 - 1900

Building the 

Standard Chartered is the resulting success of
pioneering perseverance by the founders of
the Standard Bank of British South Africa,
John Paterson and the Chartered Bank of
India, Australia and China, James Wilson.

John Paterson

James Wi lson

Foundation
John Paterson, a successful merchant who had
emigrated to South Africa, established the Standard
Bank in 1862. This action created what is now the
oldest bank in Africa south of the Sahara, whose first
branch opened its doors in Port Elizabeth in 1863.

Standard Bank expanded from this first branch in
1863 to 15 branches by 1864. Between 1864 and
1870, South Africa suffered drought and the collapse
in its main export, wool. With the discovery of
diamonds in 1867 and the resulting improvement in

The Standard Bank of British South Africa
the economy, Standard Bank’s growth resumed and
by 1869 it was operating 17 branches.

1877 saw the Bank operating 34 branches including
its first within the Transvaal in Pretoria, the capital.
This was also the year gold was discovered in South
Africa and, once again, the Bank played a leading role
in the development of that industry.

The Bank’s growing wealth during the 19th Century
was built upon links with these newly-discovered

diamond and gold fields and as a result its fortunes
were closely connected with developing South Africa
states.

By the 1890s, Standard Bank was a success in South
Africa and counted the influential Government of the
Transvaal among its prestigious client list.

Steady growth through to the middle of the 1890s
saw expansion outside the Cape and Transvaal. One
focus was the newly-formed state of Rhodesia,

named after Cecil Rhodes, one of the Bank’s noted
customers. By 1896 Cape Banknotes, issued by
Standard Bank had become legal tender in Rhodesia.

The late 1890s were difficult times in South Africa.
National disturbances and fluctuating fortunes
combined with political tensions between the British
and the Boers of the Transvaal, ultimately led to war in
1899. This impacted significantly on the Bank and it
was not until the end of the Boer War in 1900 that the
Bank was able to resume business.
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STANDARD BANK
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James Wilson, a hat-manufacturer and astute
businessman was the driving force behind the
Chartered Bank. He also founded the Economist.

In 1842, China opened its ports to foreign merchants
and in 1858 Japan emerged from isolation to re-
establish contact with the West. These two events
provide a rich market for entrepreneurs and the
Chartered Bank was one of the first to provide
banking services in the Far East.

Despite its name, the Chartered Bank was never
granted permission to carry out banking in Australia. It
received its Royal Charter in December 1853 and
subsequently opened for business in Calcutta in
1858. The 1858 Shanghai branch opening makes
Standard Chartered Bank the oldest foreign bank in
China.

The Suez Canal opening in 1869 stimulated a rapid
growth in trade between East and West. The

Chartered Bank did much to further commerce,
particularly in the Indian tea trade and by the 1890s
was recognised in the community as an important
institution, worthy of respect.

By the 1890s Hong Kong had become the third port,
after London and Liverpool, in the British Empire and
the commercial centre for the Far East. In 1895 the
Bank’s branches in Hong Kong and Shanghai were
firmly established and held in high esteem by the

Eastern mercantile community. By the late 19th
Century the Bank was supporting trade in cotton, tea,
sugar, coffee, tobacco and, maybe surprisingly to the
modern view, opium.

Despite fluctuating fortunes due to variable product
demand from the West, the Bank flourished through
steady management. By 1894 the Bank was the sole
survivor of the old Chartered East India and China
Banks. It was in a sound position to face the
challenges of the new century.

The Chartered Bank of India, Australia and China
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Standard Chartered Bank
Journey Through Time 
Museum Installation

Display Panels depth (mm) width (mm)
Journey Through Time 1,200 x 1,200
1853 - 1900 Building the foundation 1,240 x 575
1853 - 1900 Time line top panel 530 x 3,275
1853 - 1099 Time line middle panel 350 x 3,275
1853 - 1900 Time line bottom panel 360 x 3,275
1899 Boer War 1,250 x 1,200
1900 - 1969 Developing the business 530 x 2,280
1900 - 1969 Time line middle panel 350 x 2,280
1900 - 1969 Time line bottom panel 360 x 2,280
1937 - 1945 War years 1,250 x 1,200



1918 Lokoja, Nigeria1906 Valomo, Northern Rhodesia (Zambia)

1900 - 1969

Developing the Business
In the first 50 years both the Standard and Chartered
banks continued to grow in importance and expand
their operational territories. Neither bank was immune
to some of the tumultuous events of this part of the
20th Century.

1921 Omarura, South West Africa (Namibia)1920 Eldoret, Kenya

1902 1909 1911 1912 1947

Chartered Bank
granted permission to
provide banking
services in London

Standard Bank opened in
Nairobi, Kenya, closely
followed by Uganda in
1912

1957

Acquisition of the Eastern
bank gave entry into the
Middle East and the Gulf

19651963

Chartered Bank
gained the first branch
licence to be issued to
a foreign bank in New
York 

The opening in the Punjab in
India took Chartered Bank away
from its traditional association
with ports and capitals

Standard Bank provided a loan
of £24,000,000 for the funding
of the purchase of Rhodesia
Railways, one of the largest
financial transactions ever
undertaken by a ‘colonial bank’

By 1963 Standard Bank
branch network had
increased to 900 from 390
in 1945

Acquisition of the Bank of
West Africa (founded in
1894), giving access to
Ghana, The Gambia,
Nigeria and Sierra Leone

1914 Cebu

Hong Kong

Singapore

Singapore

John Paterson, a successful merchant who had
emigrated to South Africa, established the Standard
Bank in 1862. This action created what is now the
oldest bank in Africa south of the Sahara, whose first
branch opened its doors in Port Elizabeth in 1863.

Standard Bank expanded from this first branch in
1863 to 15 branches by 1864. Between 1864 and
1870, South Africa suffered drought and the collapse
in its main export, wool. With the discovery of
diamonds in 1867 and the resulting improvement in

The Standard Bank of British South Africa
the economy, Standard Bank’s growth resumed and
by 1869 it was operating 17 branches.

1877 saw the Bank operating 34 branches including
its first within the Transvaal in Pretoria, the capital.
This was also the year gold was discovered in South
Africa and, once again, the Bank played a leading role
in the development of that industry.

The Bank’s growing wealth during the 19th Century
was built upon links with these newly-discovered

diamond and gold fields and as a result its fortunes
were closely connected with developing South Africa
states.

By the 1890s, Standard Bank was a success in South
Africa and counted the influential Government of the
Transvaal among its prestigious client list.

Steady growth through to the middle of the 1890s
saw expansion outside the Cape and Transvaal. One
focus was the newly-formed state of Rhodesia,

named after Cecil Rhodes, one of the Bank’s noted
customers. By 1896 Cape Banknotes, issued by
Standard Bank had become legal tender in Rhodesia.

The late 1890s were difficult times in South Africa.
National disturbances and fluctuating fortunes
combined with political tensions between the British
and the Boers of the Transvaal, ultimately led to war in
1899. This impacted significantly on the Bank and it
was not until the end of the Boer War in 1900 that the
Bank was able to resume business.
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James Wilson, a hat-manufacturer and astute
businessman was the driving force behind the
Chartered Bank. He also founded the Economist.

In 1842, China opened its ports to foreign merchants
and in 1858 Japan emerged from isolation to re-
establish contact with the West. These two events
provide a rich market for entrepreneurs and the
Chartered Bank was one of the first to provide
banking services in the Far East.

Despite its name, the Chartered Bank was never
granted permission to carry out banking in Australia. It
received its Royal Charter in December 1853 and
subsequently opened for business in Calcutta in
1858. The 1858 Shanghai branch opening makes
Standard Chartered Bank the oldest foreign bank in
China.

The Suez Canal opening in 1869 stimulated a rapid
growth in trade between East and West. The

Chartered Bank did much to further commerce,
particularly in the Indian tea trade and by the 1890s
was recognised in the community as an important
institution, worthy of respect.

By the 1890s Hong Kong had become the third port,
after London and Liverpool, in the British Empire and
the commercial centre for the Far East. In 1895 the
Bank’s branches in Hong Kong and Shanghai were
firmly established and held in high esteem by the

Eastern mercantile community. By the late 19th
Century the Bank was supporting trade in cotton, tea,
sugar, coffee, tobacco and, maybe surprisingly to the
modern view, opium.

Despite fluctuating fortunes due to variable product
demand from the West, the Bank flourished through
steady management. By 1894 the Bank was the sole
survivor of the old Chartered East India and China
Banks. It was in a sound position to face the
challenges of the new century.

The Chartered Bank of India, Australia and China



1867 marked the discovery of diamonds in
South Africa, including the ‘Star of South
Africa’, a 47.69 carat diamond, in 1869.
Thousands of people from around the
world flocked to the region, hoping to
make their fortune. With them they
brought goods and money, opening
up a new banking opportunity for
the Standard Bank which
established its first Klipdrift
branch in 1870. Situated on the
fields, it provided easy access
for the 10,000 diggers who
operated there.

However by 1874 the fields had
been overworked and the
prospect of finding diamonds
had deteriorated. Many of the
diamond companies that were
established during the boom
went out of business. One of the
two surviving companies was
DeBeers which is still established
today and had close links with the
Standard Bank.

Over time, new fields opened up,
particularly at Kimberley. A branch which
opened there in May 1877 became the
main bank for the miners.

Over the next 20 years business continued and
remained secure despite the continuous

fluctuations of the diamond trade. The largest
single deposit made during this time was in

September 1889, by DeBeers. It was for
the sum of £5,338,650, which is still a

considerable amount today. Standard
Chartered continues to enjoy a close
relationship with DeBeers. 

Perhaps the most exciting event in
this association between the

diamond industry and the Standard
Bank came in 1905 with the

discovery of the Cullinan Diamond. At
over 3,000 carats, it was the largest

diamond ever found. This was displayed
at the Johannesburg branch before being

sent to London, where it was cut into 9
pieces, which now form part of the British Crown
Jewels. The largest of the 9 is the ‘Star of
Africa’, weighing 530.2 carats, which is still the
largest cut diamond in the world.

Diamonds

1889 De Beers deposit slip

1887 Kimberley, South Africa

In early 1871, a digger presented 2lbs of gold to
the Standard Bank at Klipdrift, one of the first
indications of the presence of gold in the
Transvaal. Further finds in 1873 led to the
establishment of the Pilgrim’s Rest miners camp
and after careful evaluation of the prospects for
the Bank, a branch was opened nearby at
Lyndenburg in 1877.

More valuable fields were identified
over the next few years, with the
Bank continuing to support
them but the best was yet to
come.

In February 1886, 61 ounces of
gold were sent into the Standard
Bank branch in Pretoria. Although
only a small amount, this
represented a milestone in the history
of gold mining, as it had been obtained
through a new method of dry extraction.

Later that year in September, Witwatersrand, the
world’s greatest goldfield, was discovered and
opened to the public. Again Standard Bank took
advantage of this opportunity and, in October of
that year, was the first to set up business on the
field, in a tent. The resulting business was so

good that it soon led to the Bank’s first
branch in Johannesburg.

Between 1886 and 1895 the
Transvaal was the world’s second
largest producer of gold and by
1895 one quarter of the world’s
gold was being produced in
South Africa. Over half of this
gold output passed through the

Standard Bank on its way to
London. The Bank used a special

gold wagon, pulled by 6 white
horses to take the gold from its branch

in Johannesburg to the station. This must
have been an impressive sight.

Gold

Witwatersrand Gold Facts

■ 1 million tonnes of Rand ore yields about
12.1 tonnes of gold

■ To produce one single fine ounce
(=31.104g), 3.35 tonnes of ore, 5,440 litres
of water, 572 kilowatt hours electricity, 12
cubic metres of compressed air, lots of
dynamite and tonnes of chemicals are used

■ The Western Deep Level Mine, with its
shafts of depths to 3,900 metres, is one of
the deepest in the world

■ Temperature within the mine rises by
1 degree every 33 metres decended

■ Air is cooled down to 32 degrees, but the
workers have to cope with almost 100
percent humidity

The Gold Wagon

1898 First Gold,
Geelong mine, Rhodesia



Display Panels depth (mm) width (mm)
1969 SCB is born 1,250 x 1,150
Gold 1,250 x 925
Diamond 1,250 x 925
Money makes the world go around 1,250 x 890
Leading the way 440 x 1,500
Our runners 1,570 x 1,100
Marathon runner and sash (cut out) 1,830 x 1,200

Life size runner and finishing tape digitally printed 
onto 1mm Foamex PVC, laminated onto 3mm 
aluminium, CNC cut to shape, with strut on reverse 
and floor fittings.





Display Panels depth (mm) width (mm)
Standard Chartered in 21st century 440 x 1,900
Values 1,110 x 1,900
Leading the way 928 x 1,660
Making a difference in our communities 440 x 2,500
Living with HIV 660 x 1,065
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