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The organizer of the Gasthof Grüner Baum in Dessau, RALF 
ZAIZEK, gave us the opportunity to ask the US musician 
ROBERT JOHN, a few questions before he performed with his 
backing band  THE WRECK in the inn. 



SOUNDANALYSE: Hello ROBERT, thank you very much for 
agreeing to our interview request. Your current European tour 
ends soon. Performances in Switzerland, Germany, Belgium, 
Holland, France, Spain, Austria and Denmark. How would you 
rate the tour?
ROBERT: Fantastic! It's a great story to be back on stage after 
two years of doing nothing. We missed the concerts very much,
because there is hardly anything better than meeting our fans 
and sending them home satisfied with our music after 
successful performances. I'll tell you, playing live is just the 
biggest thing for us. 

SOUNDANALYSE: Have you noticed any differences between 
the European and American fans during your numerous 
performances? 
ROBERT: In the USA, most fans come to watch a concert just 
for the fun of it. In Europe, people come to listen to good 
music. For example, they come specifically to see the ROBERT 
JON & THE WRECK Band. I notice this difference very clearly. 
I think I still need to open some doors in America to achieve 
the same resonance as here. Of course, the fans who simply 
and innocently attend our concerts are just as welcome. 
Because they just want to meet up with friends, have a few 
beers and listen to music on the side. Then it's up to us to 
convince with our music, so that the fans realize – the band is 
good. 



SOUNDANALYSE: Earlier at the soundcheck, you were able to 
collect first impressions of stage, space and sound. What are 
your first impressions of the location? 
ROBERT: Personally, I don't care where we play. For me, it's 
more about the people we meet. If they give us positive 
feedback during a concert or afterwards, everything is fine. If 
you will, our focus is on quality, not quantity. That's why it 
doesn't matter much to us whether we play in front of 50, 100 
or 1000 people. 

SOUNDANALYSE: During your tour, a war broke out in 
Europe. Did the event influence you in any way during your 
performances? Do you know how the war is perceived in the 
USA?
ROBERT: Of course we noticed it. However, since we are not 
directly affected by it, the events are relatively far away from 
us. We are not part of the war, you just get the effects. Of 
course, these cannot be ignored. I also can't imagine what it 
would be like if I were directly affected by it. When we 
performed in Austria, an organizer had invited Ukrainian 
refugees to our performance. Thus, we were able to distract 
these people from their more delicate situation for two hours. It
was a nice feeling for us to give people some joy. These are the
moments when we experience the terrible experience of the 
people, the effects of the war.



SOUNDANALYSE: ROBERT, when it starts right away, with 
which guitar will you take the stage today? Maybe even your 
favorite clap is there?
ROBERT: You won't believe it, but today I actually play a brand
new guitar, an Eastman. 
It has only recently been on the market and as far as I know I 
am the first to use it live at concerts. I had tested it earlier at 
the soundcheck, it feels fantastic and sounds great.

SOUNDANALYSE: What do you think, do your instruments 
have something like a life of their own, a soul? For example, 
how do you treat your play equipment? Is there a musician in 
your band who talks to his instruments?
ROBERT: Depending on my drug state, I will answer the 
question differently. Um, what was the question again? (laughs,
tongue-in-cheek)
I don't think a guitar has a soul. If there is such a thing as an 
instrument soul, it is the one that is entered by the playing of a
musician. Of course, when you are on tour for a long time, you 
build up a firm bond with your instrument, after all, it is the 
tools of the trade that you need all the time. In the past, when 
I was active as a drummer, I noticed how I built a special 
relationship with a cymbal. So I was able to express a lot while 
playing. Comparatively, when a guitarist makes a setting on the
amplifier, winds new strings or they are right the way he wants.
This is the best way for the musician to bring out his 
expression. Compared to a car, which is often used because of 
a status symbol, as an expression of one's being. But just as 
often cars are used as a pure means of transport. With regard 
to my guitars, I can say that I build a special relationship with 
them during a tour. However, this relationship should not be 
confused with a human being or other living being. 



SOUNDANALYSE: I can imagine that ZZ TOP, LYNYRD 
SKYNYRD or the ALLMAN BROTHERS influenced your 
musical style? Were there any other sources of inspiration?
ROBERT: Yes, there was. The EAGLES, TOM PETTY, 
FLEETWOOD MAC. Of course, you already mentioned 
LYNYRD SKYNYRD, BOSTON and a few more. It occurs to 
me, my first concert experienced was one of BOSTON. 

SOUNDANALYSE: Did your parents lead you to the music of 
the bands you just talked about?
ROBERT: No, it’s been my friends. The bands I just listed were
my classic influences. You should know that I am a Southerner 
of a different kind. I'm from the wrong side of the coast, from 
California. (laughs). That's why the connection with me as a 
pure Southerner is not entirely accurate. The influences that I 
perceived as a young person are to be evaluated quite 
differently today. 

SOUNDANALYSE: In various video clips I noticed that almost 
everyone sings with you. Is this also a focus of your shows?
ROBERT: It's simple. Of course, we want to be among the 
best, we always want to get the most out of it. This also 
includes having perfect vocal harmonies, just where it belongs. 
Just from our own requirements, we attach great importance to
the fact that everything fits together. 



SOUNDANALYSE: What does your studio work look like? How 
do your songs, your albums come about?
ROBERT: We work as a team and nothing works for us 
according to a certain scheme. Each of us throws in his ideas, 
his influences, melodic lines, riffs, rhythms, just everything that
everyone can think of, put into one pot. Together we work on 
the songs. Only when everbody is satisfied, the songs, the 
albums, are released.  

SOUNDANALYSE: A question I ask each of my interviewees. I 
am an ardent AC/DC fan and have lived through the BON 
SCOTT era? How do you like AC/DC?
ROBERT: AC/DC is the best band in the world for me!
SOUNDANALYSE: And from now on you are my best friend in 
the world. (both have to laugh).
ROBERT: I love BON SCOTT, but also BRIAN JOHNSON. 

SOUNDANALYSE: Thank you for the interview. And the way I 
always handle it, the last word belongs to the respondent.  
ROBERT: We are looking forward to today's show. We will give 
everything as always and I hope you will be satisfied.

We would like to thank RALF ZAIZEK, who not only supported 
us on site during the interview with the translation, but also 
made his premises available.


